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Hit The Ground Running 
  This year was our first spring in Minnesota! 
We arrived in the fall, settled in over the winter, 
and had been eyeing spring as our first chance 
to really throw ourselves into the work. We 
spent winter preparing for new ministries and 
outreach opportunities, becoming increasingly 
anxious for this new phase of the ministry as 
spring approached. I began to say “when 
spring shows up, we are going to hit the 
ground running!” 

  At the beginning of April we took a trip to 
Indiana to visit family. While away, Annemarie 
woke up in the middle of the night to check on 
our son, David, and fell down the stairs in the 
process. After an emergency room visit, we 
were told that she had broken her ankle, and 
after a trip back home and a visit to the local 
orthopedic, we were told that it was a 
significant break and required surgery. Praise 
the Lord, the surgery went well and after a little 
more than 2 months in a cast, she is in a 
walking boot! 

  While sitting in the hospital waiting room, that 
phrase came back to my mind, “hitting the 
ground running!” I can say that the last 3 
months have not looked like running, at least 
not by someone who knew *how* to run. I think 
we may have resembled something more akin 
to a mis-matched and blindfolded three-legged 
race, but God has still been faithful to bless the 
work!

Alexandria 
  We started a youth outreach ministry on 
Wednesday nights (midweek service is 
Thursday night). We meet in a large park that is 
1 block from the church’s storefront, have a 
Bible study and play games. We started with 6 
young people coming and now have around 
12.


  We voted in 6 new members.

  Annemarie started a Ladies Bible Study that 
has been going well.

  We had a 2 day Baptist History Conference that 
was a great blessing! First time visitors and 
several other church plants in the area attended; 
the fellowship was an encouragement. 

  I had a long-time friend come to teach the 
Baptist history conference, and he brought his 
son (and one of my supporting pastors) along to 
spend a week helping me go door to door. 

  We have a new family coming, and their 
attendance is going to push the limits of our 
current meeting place. It’s not urgent, but the 
need for something else is obvious, and we are 
beginning to pray and look. 

Fergus Falls 
  The Macedonia Meeting is next month! August 
15-17 - there will be church planting classes in 
the morning, personal evangelism in the 
afternoon, and an evangelistic service at the park 
in the evening. If you or anyone you know is 
interested in, or burdened for church planting, 
this would be a great meeting to attend! If you 
are within driving distance and would like to 
come or bring a group from your church one day, 
we could use the help! You can find the details 
on our website: umwchurchplanting.com. 


Prayer Requests 
1) You may recall that we nearly purchased a 
home, but it fell through and we have been 
renting. This rental is a temporary solution. 
Please pray for wisdom as we look for 
permanent housing. 

2) A larger meeting place for Gospel Light 
Baptist in Alexandria. 

3) Annemarie’s leg to heal back strong

4) The lost youth that we are ministering to on 
Wednesdays
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